
 

October 12, 2020 
 
Dear Friends of Healthy Homes: 
 
This letter is written to announce some changes that will be taking place at the Healthy Homes Coalition of 
West Michigan in the coming months. Last week, Paul Haan, our founding Executive Director and staff leader 
for the past 14 years, voluntarily announced his decision to step down from his role at the end of October 2020.  
 
While Paul is passionate about building an equitable community and helping create conditions where children 
can grow up healthy, strong, and smart, he has made the hard decision to leave his position for personal and 
professional reasons. While saddened by it, we respect Paul’s decision, and our work of protecting children 
from the dangers of lead and promoting environment justice will neither be deterred or affected.   
 
The Board of Directors of the Healthy Homes Coalition is responding quickly and assembling a transition plan. 
We are fortunate that past leadership had the foresight to develop a succession plan, and that plan is currently 
being activated. 
 
Because of Paul’s commitment to stability and the work of the organization, and our Board’s healthy working 
relationship with him, Paul has agreed to provide limited support to the transition beyond October and through 
the end of 2020. 
 
While there are many talents that Paul brought to this work that will be missed short-term, this turn of events 
can also be viewed as an opportunity to identify and engage a leader that is right for Healthy Homes at this 
time. We welcome the opportunity to find the right mix of skills that fit and will have good synergy with our 
current staff, board, partners, and community supporters. We are also interested in the opportunity this 
presents for representing diversity at the leadership level within our organization. 
 
Know that we continue to be unwavering in our commitment to ensure no child is hurt by the home they live in. 
We continue to denounce both individual actions and the systemic and institutional barriers that perpetuate the 
great disparity that leads to some children getting to grow up healthy and other children being harmed. That is 
a fight we will not stop fighting until all children are safe. 
 
We are thankful for the many years of Paul’s leadership and dedication to advancing the mission and values of 
Health Homes Coalition.  His passion and dedication was evident through his advocacy and service to children 
and families in our community.   It has been an immense pleasure to work with Paul and we wish him well in 
his next endeavor. 
 
We welcome your support, thoughts, prayers, and contributions as we transition. If you would like to assist us 
in this time, please feel free to reach out to me at bowsern@sbcglobal.net.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Nina Bowser 
Board President 
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